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friends of M. Leger endeavoured through Mr. Bullitt,
United States Ambassador in Paris, to make M. Leger
reconsider his refusal. They had their trouble for nothing.
And he was right. In what kind of position would he,
the man of Anglo-Franco-American policy, have found
himself at Washington to explain the Bordeaux capitula-
tion?
On May 20th I went to the Quai d'Orsay, where I met
Signor Guariglia, the Italian Ambassador.
The representative of the country towards which it was
asserted that the Secretary-General of the Foreign Office
had been insufficiently conciliatory, told me of'his regret
at M. Leger's departure, and added: " I am very happy
to have been able to become his friend, for the better you
know him the more you like him. Fin just going to
express my deepest sympathy/'
An usher of the Ministry whispered in my ear: " It's
key doing."
" Not hers alone," I answered.
Later, I took advantage of an interview with M. Paul
Reynaud to find out his reaction to what had happened.
Alexis Leger had left Paris without fuss, without making
any statement, and had taken refuge in a retirement as
full of dignity as his whole career.
Of my own accord I wanted to know if M. Paul Reynaud
realised the loss that French diplomacy had sustained by
Ms fault. I found no responsive chord and dropped the
subject. All I did otherwise in the matter was to note
that Berlin was very pleased over it all. Not without
reason.